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Kikuchi Rinko: Films Are Our Most Precious Treasure
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Q. What are your views on the Tokyo
International Film Festival?

| envision exceptional
directors and actors gracing red
carpets throughout the town.
The festival's distinctive location
in Tokyo also makes it unique.

Q. Where is the excitement in going
to a film festival?

| have participated in various
festivals and felt rewarded with
unwavering support each time.
It is a fantastic experience to be
at premiere screenings of films
| believe in and have worked
on with the team and cast.
Working with directors, staff,
and producers to make these
films and sharing the excitement
with diverse audiences is a
significant and satisfying part of
my festival experience.

Q. What are your memories of
interacting with filmmakers?

| have fond memories of
talking with various directors
and actors. At the 17th Asian
Film Awards in Hong Kong in
March, | met Tony Leung, the jury
president of this year’s Tokyo
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International Film Festival. It is
a valuable experience for me to
interact with leading actors from
around the world at festivals.

Q. What was Tony Leung like?

He was very friendly, offering
me a cheerful “Hi, how are you?"
when we met again. Knowing
each other’s favorite films lets
you instantly communicate like
old friends. It is fantastic to
connect with people through the
universal language of cinema,
even when you don't speak the
same language.

Q. What does film mean to you?

Films have always helped me
learn about life. In the cinema,
you can experience real life
through films and share the main
character’s ups and downs. It
is like bringing back a piece of
their life when you leave the
theater. Acting in films means
repaying what | have gained from
films. For me, films are our most
precious treasure.

(September 25, 2024 at Tokyo
Midtown Hibiya BaseQ Written by
Akatsuka Seijin)
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PD Ichiyama’s
3 Picks of the Day
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Phantosmia
74'JE>  The Philippines
2024/246min/Tegalog
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In order to cure his mysterious olfactory
problem, Hilarion Zabala is advised to go
back and deal with the darkest currents of
his past life in the military service.
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Mexican Maestro Arturo Ripstein Retrospective
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In cooperation with: IMCINE / The Mexican Embassy in Japan
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The Holy Inquisition

A% Mexico
1974/127min/Spanish, Hebrew, Latin
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Director: Arturo Ripstein
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A plague ravages 16th century Mexico. The
Inquisition blames Jews. A monk reports his
family for practicing Jewish rites, leading to
their ruin.
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Mexican Maestro Arturo Ripstein Retrospective
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Bleak Street
X¥23 Mexico
2015/100min/Spanish
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Director: Arturo Ripstein
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Bleak Street is a 2015 Mexican crime drama
by Arturo Ripstein. Two weary elderly whores
plan a robbery that turns deadly, leading to
unintended murder and a desperate escape.



