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Katayama Shinzo: Lust in the Rain
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| am honored that my film
was selected for the Tokyo
International Film Festival
competition section. This work is
based on the short story Desire
in the Rain by Tsuge Yoshiharu,
and although it's a love story,
| envisioned it with the theme
of “separation,” imagining the
couple not getting along. The
story incorporates elements
from three other short stories,
centering on manga artist
Yoshio, whose emotions carry
the narrative.

When conceptualizing the
film, | pondered how to make it
more cinematic, and whether |
should follow the short story as-
is. While scouting out locations, |
was inspired by Taiwan’s culture
and history and wanted to reflect
the history of Japan and Asia by
adding castle and war scenes.
Filming in Taiwan was much
easier than in Japan. The people
there worked hard to fulfill my
directing vision, and | was able
to shoot in my desired locations,
which isn't always possible in
Japan. As an intuitive person,
the locations deeply influenced
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my direction.

| crafted this film to depict
an ever-changing world where
Yoshio’s emotions drift and
he experiences visions. | hope
viewers immerse themselves in
his nightmares.

Having understood the film
well, Narita Ryo, as Yoshio,
performed brilliantly. Nakamura
Eriko skillfully portrayed Fukuko
without making her too gloomy,
and Morita Go, as Imori, brought
lightheartedness to the set,
keeping me calm throughout
filming.

The film heavily features green
and red as the scheme since it
took place in Taiwan, aligning
with scenes of war and brothels
rooted in history. | hope viewers
consider Yoshio's feelings and
life and understand the film's

underlying anti-war sentiment.
(Interview & text by Akatsuka Seinjin)
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Nippon Cinema Now

World Premiere

Underground
ToA—=TZ7)RF
Underground

HA  Japan
2024/83min/Japanese
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Director: Oda Kaori
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The "shadow" begins to see fragmented
memories that transcend time and place.
In an underground, it touches and listens
carefully to the memories of people existed.
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World Premiere
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Promise, I'll Be Fine
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Director: Katarina Gramatova
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Stunning debut feature by Katarina
Gramatovd depicts the struggle and growth
of a 15-year-old boy on summer holiday in

rural Slovakia. Boys zoom through the hills
on their motorbikes.

Nippon Cinema Now

Asian Premiere
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2024/116min/Japanese, English
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Director: Mark Gill
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A tragedic love story between legendary
photographer Fukase Masahisa and his wife
Yoko. Inspired by Fukase's true story.



