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Irie Yu Talks about His Films and His Thoughts on Johnnie To
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It was great to hear the
Vietnamese audience’s thoughts
when A Girl Named Ann screened
at the Da Nang Asian Film
Festival. A young student said
that it made them think not only
about Ann but also the life of
her mother who at first glance
you only see as a villain and that
each of them is in need of social
support in order to break the
cycle of violence. No one said
that in Japan, so it's great that
people are watching the film
so closely overseas. | was also
happy that we won the Special
Jury Prize while Kawai Yuumi
was awarded Best Actress.

| mainly make entertainment
films, but this is based on a
true story so | wanted to avoid
a clear-cut division of good and
evil and sensitively depict the
complexity of this society. | think
this stance was appreciated in
Vietnam and at TIFF where | will
also be the Director in Focus.

Each of the five independent
films screening at TIFF
sympathizes with those
struggling to live. | made 8000
Miles: SR Saitama’s Rapper
(2009) in my late 20s when | was
still a budding filmmaker, and
it reflects the impatience | felt

at that time. | portrayed female
rappers in 8000 Miles 2: Girls
Rapper (2010) to escape that
oppressive feeling. The first film
was a hit, so we could make a
sequel. We handled everything
well as a team but it wouldn't
last. | thought once we broke up,
we'd never get back together.
This is reflected in the third film,
Roadside Fugitive (2012).

When | look back on them
now, those five films capture
the changes in Japanese
society over 15 years from the
tranquil suburbs of the first
“Rapper" movie to the gloomy
pandemic era of A Girl Named
Ann and reflect its increasing
hopelessness more deeply than |
intended.

I'm honored to have the
opportunity to talk with Johnnie
To at TIFF Lounge. | was really
into his films when | grew up.
| loved The Mission (1999) and
would like to know how he made
an 80-minute masterpiece that
is so packed with style. I'd also
like to ask him about the Hong
Kong film industry and his latest

movie.
(Interview & text by Akatsuka Seijin)

FILM

® FESTIVAL

B %378 XRERERES

m 10.28:-11.6¢

tiff.jp.net #TIFFJP

MILE= PD AR

SHD3RK

PD Ichiyama’s
3 Picks of the Day

© Bendita Film Sales, © Suhs(ace Films, © Playlab Films
LA KT INT— A
Women's Empowerment
IEDEDEIE
Memories of a Burning Body

JX&UH ZNA  Costa Rica/Spain
2024/90min/Spanish
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Director: Antonella Sudasassi Furniss
60~70XDT7F . INNDT7 AT 3%
DEDN T —F-1-FEFEHARICEVERE
%, BREHUCESNERIEOMWE
DYFEIE. HILMHICE->THESNS,
Ana, Patricia, and Mayela, now in their 60s
and 70s, recall a time when intimacy was
taboo. Now, they bravely share their hidden
stories, embodied by another woman.

JARAL KT INT—A b
Women's Empowerment
Asian Premiere
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Maydegol

15>/ R4V /752X Iran/Germany/France
2024/74min/Persian, Dari
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Director: Sarvnaz Alambeigi
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An Afghan teen in Iran defies her
conservative family and hostile surroundings
to pursue Muay Thai boxing. Maydegol

captures her fight for freedom and
empowerment.
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Asian Premiere
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Adios Amigo

JO0XE7  Colombia
2024/118min/Spanish
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Director: Ivan D. Gaona
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A spaghetti western action drama unfolds in
the mountains of Colombia during the civil
war. A man searches for his missing uncle
and meets a string of suspicious people.



