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Daughter’s Daughter: Director & Cast Interview

—How do you feel after the Asian
premiere?

Huang Xi (Director): There were
some great questions. One man
seemed to really understand the
film in detail.

Sylvia Chang: It was great that
everyone stayed for the Q&A.
Karena Lam: | can't usually get into
films I'm in, but | was captivated by
the scene in which Emma comes
to understand her mother Ai-xia’'s
difficult past.

Eugenie Liu: The scene where my
mother is looking at the photo my
partner and | took in the wine shop
made a deep impression on me. It
was painful to think | was no longer
there and | wanted to give the love |
received from my mother to Emma
who never received any.

—Sylvia, you produced the film too.
Chang: When | got the script
through Hou Hsiao-hsien six years
ago, | knew it couldn’t be just a
sad story. | wanted to examine
inner sadness. How we depicted
Emma was especially important. |
wondered if she might only exist in
the protagonist’s mind.

—Xi, did you revise the script?
Huang: Yes. | gave it a final
revision during the pandemic and
fleshed out all the characters.

—Which part of your role did you
most relate to?
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Lam: | played the role of Emma,
a foster child. She learns that the
relationship between Ai-xia and
her mother was destined, and that
her own relationship with Ai-xia
is similar. Everything turns in the
wheel of destiny, and life is one
wheel of that destiny.

Liu: My character is the total
opposite of me. I'm respectful
of my parents, but Fan Zuer is
rebellious. She does all the things |
wouldn’t do. She’s what her mother
wanted to be but couldn’t. She
embodies her mother’s hopes. |
felt much better after seeing the
film.

Chang: The relationship between
a mother and daughter is difficult
to explain. | used to rebel against
my mother. She’s 97 now and we're
very close, but why couldn’t we
become friends until she was old?
| wish we could have been closer
before.

| hope everyone will reexamine
their relationship with their mother

after watching the film.
(Interview & text by Akatsuka Seijin)
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3 Picks of the Day
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Who by Fire

hF4/TZ>Z Canada/France
2024/155min/French
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Director: Philippe Lesage
ABBN-FOBPICHEE L BIEEER
PERAETZO9T T, KRAEZDHEES
ICHIRZETT 17 MODEEHE NIV
JOMBERES 12— a3 BATRES
fEREZEZE,

Jeff, invited by Max to an isolated estate
in the woods, faces a clash of ideals and

wounded egos with his secret love, Aliocha,
amidst a director’s enigmatic retreat.
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Nominated for TIFF Ethical Film Award
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Dahomey

NF> /twxHIVTZ>Z Benin/Senegal/France
2024/68min/English, French, Fon
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Director: Mati Diop

BE7 TVADNFHMEICHDTEEL
A RAEE IS T T RS-
fiimPRBEINSEREZIED., ERME
EICDOVWTEEGINFaA 42—, AN
W BRESESERESE,

Dahomey, directed by Mati Diop, documents
the return of 26 royal treasures from France

to Benin. The film won the Golden Bear at
the 74th Berlin International Film Festival.
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Asian Premiere
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The New Years
ANA 2 Spain
2024/225min(Episode 1-5)/Spanish
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Director: Rodrigo Sorogoyen
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The New Years follows a couple’s decade-

long journey from their 30s to 40s, exploring

love, conflict, and the challenges of growing

up without losing youth. The first 5 of 10
episodes will be shown.



